When it commences in childhood, the affection commonly ceases after a few months or a year, but it occasionally goes on to middle life or even longer. Rarely it begins late in life, but is then generally permanent. In early life it occurs especially in nervous and excitable children. The affection is said to be more common in females than in males, but is often seen in boys. Some writers claim that impairment of general health often precedes the development of the movements; occasionally they appear to be due to some special influence depressing the nervous system, overwork at school, a fright or some injury. In one case, for instance, the onset followed a fall into water. 
